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- Pastor’s Note: Welcome to Black History Month! –
Since 1976, February has been celebrated as Black History Month in the United States. North Madison
Congregational Church will honor Black history this February by hosting a series of events, speakers,
and topics, and by lifting up the accomplishments of a notable Black American each week in our
worship bulletin. It seems fitting to inaugurate this month by reflecting on the man who launched
Black History Month, Dr. Carter G. Woodson (1875-1950). Dr. Woodson devoted his life to the pursuit
of informing Black Americans about the excellence of their ancestries—bringing to light stories and
people that white “American history” often leaves out of history textbooks and national celebrations.
By the time of Dr. Woodson’s death in 1950, African History Month had begun to be celebrated
around the nation. The designation became official in 1976 on the 50th anniversary of the first Negro
History Week. As a largely white Open and Affirming congregation in a largely white community,
we will honor Dr. Woodson’s legacy and educate ourselves a little more this month about the
wonderful contributions of Black Americans to our national heritage and Madison community. This
is godly work—and in many American churches, even in our denomination of progressive “firsts,” it
is scandalously long overdue, and deeply important.
Our worship team and I hope you will join us in worship in the weeks ahead as we build upon the
power of last month’s Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration and of our third ONA anniversary,
February 5th, to be inspired by the rich achievements of Black Americans and to reflect on the ways

our North Madison and UCC heritages have shaped and been shaped by Black history—an
important part of sacred human history that is part of what makes us who we are. As those who
follow Jesus, we are part of a movement to bring reconciliation among people and God (2 Cor. 5:1820), and so we are working on doing our part in educating ourselves at NMCC and in truth telling.
We pray God blesses our efforts, and that we will see you soon in the sanctuary!
Love & Blessings,
Heather

Covenanting with Pastor Heather
on Sunday, February 2, 2020, at 2 p.m., and before, and
after… ;)
On 2/2/2020 at 2 p.m., we celebrate a service of covenanting and
installation with the New Haven East Consociation of the UCC and our
new settled pastor, the Rev. Dr. Heather Arcovitch. We are already
warmed and inspired by our partnership in ministry with Pastor
Heather, and she is equally excited about what God is doing among and
through us and what lies ahead. The Diaconate and Worship Team have
planned a full, celebratory day for 2/2/20, and we hope that many
members and friends will be part of as much of the day as you can.
Following our 10 am worship, there will be a pizza and salad lunch and a fun trivia competition (like
a trivia night during the day) to bring us through to the Service of Installation at 2 p.m. Children are
welcome and encouraged to stay!
An installation is like a marriage between pastor and congregation. We are currently engaged, and
our commitment is real; and because we are part of the wider church, the official liturgy of
installation and covenant happens in the presence and with the participation of the Consociation in
which our congregation and clergyperson hold standing. This is one of the rare and meaningful
opportunities for us to worship with the wider church. We will welcome denominational officials,
local clergy, interfaith partners, and friends into our sanctuary as participants and witnesses to our
shared ministry and the promises we will make before God to love, serve, and grow together for the
furtherance of God’s mission in the world. Please plan to be part of as much of the day as you can. It
will be a special one. It happens only once in the life of each pastoral/congregational relationship.
Your presence will add to its meaning.

We Are Going to Free Vulnerable Connecticut Families From Medical Debt!
Families across this nation are receiving letters. The letters begin with life-changing words: “Your
debt is forgiven.” The letters conclude with names of local United Churches of Christ that have
purchased the medical debt of the letter recipients, freeing them from collections to resume life. You
see, when impoverished neighbors fall into debt because of medical bills they cannot pay, hospitals
sell the debt for pennies on the dollar to predatory debt collectors who purchase the right to pursue
debt collection in whatever cruel and dehumanizing ways they see fit, and to profit from their
payment. The letters our impoverished American neighbors are receiving, however, rather than
listing the terrifying demands of debt collectors, say instead: “You may never enter the doors of any
of our churches…but we love you…because we are the Church. And, more importantly, you are
beloved by God. Because of that love, your debt is forgiven.”

Saint Louis’ UCCs’ combined contributions of $105,000 purchased and eliminated $12.9 million in
debt for vulnerable families. This is breathtaking. What can we in the Connecticut UCC do?
This month, NMCC has received a letter from the Southern New England Conference inviting us to
join with others across the country to raise money to buy debt from collectors and free vulnerable
families from continued stress and vulnerability. Families who will benefit live below the federal
poverty line. We will not know who receives the debt forgiveness, only the neighborhoods in which
they live—in Connecticut the neighborhoods identified for relief are in Bridgeport and Hartford. We
are all one catastrophic medical event away from potential disaster—and the working poor living
without health insurance are particularly vulnerable.
Pastor Heather and the Deacons have designated this life-changing ministry to be the beneficiary of
her installation service offering. Heather is giving $1,000 to the initiative as a love offering honoring
our congregation. She hopes this will also inspire us to give generously. An offering will be received
at her installation on February 2, and at any time through our website or by check. Please write
checks to NMCC with “UCC debt relief” on the memo line. Thank you for sharing your love, and
God’s healing, with our neighbors in need.

- This Month In Worship! –
February is Black History Month, the third anniversary of our Open and Affirming designation, and
the historic installation of our first openly gay female senior minister! Join us in celebrating all that
God is doing in our midst and in learning more about the existence and heritage of privilege,
oppression, slavery, and tenacious hope and human triumph not only in New England but right here
in Madison and Guilford. Mark your calendars!
On February 2 during worship we celebrate our ONA covenant, install our Deacons and Jr. Deacons,
and inaugurate our Black History Month reflections. At 2:00, we receive guests from the wider church
and community and covenant together with our new settled pastor in a service of wonderful music
and prayer. (In between, there will be pizza and a fun trivia game—stay and make a day of it!)
On February 9 we will reflect on love, legacy, and legacy giving with valentine chocolate and
beautiful choral music that reflects the above and honors beloved members, Marilyn and Bob Linn.
On February 16 Elizabeth Normen, publisher of Connecticut Explored magazine, will speak to us
during the sermon time about her newest book and accompanying 5-8th-grade curriculum about
Venture Smith. Venture Smith was an enslaved person brought to Connecticut in 1737. He
purchased his freedom, became a successful entrepreneur, and purchased his wife and children’s
freedom. He narrated his story to the editor of the New London Bee, who published it 1798. Elizabeth
has made Venture’s story accessible to students, and placed it in its historical context. She writes in
the introduction to Venture Smith's Colonial Connecticut: "It introduces students to issues of race and
racism in the founding of the United States ... to the fact that slavery did not just happen in the South,
and that New England, too, was founded on this cruel institution." Elizabeth will speak to us about
why it is so important for students, and all of us, to develop this understanding.
On February 23 during worship we will further our study with Dennis Culliton, the co-founder of
the Witness Stones Project (https://witnessstones.org/). Dennis will speak to us about his work to

honor enslaved residents of Guilford by placing stone memorials on the properties where they lived.
A retired Adams Middle School teacher, he has done extensive research into our local history and
placed at least 18 stones in locations in Guilford, Madison and West Hartford thus far. The Witness
Stones Project is “an attempt to come to terms with Connecticut’s past in regards to slavery, a history
that is often glossed over, if not outright forgotten”. Dennis will speak to us about why truth and
reconciliation in regard to slavery are essential in moving toward racial justice in America, and about
how we can get involved.
February 26 is Ash Wednesday. Please mark the date and join us in the sanctuary at 7pm for ashes
and meditations to welcome the Lenten Journey. Our worship theme for Lent is Creation Care,
honoring Jesus’ journey into the wilderness and God’s call to humanity to be stewards of Creation.

- Children and Youth Ministries –
A Note from Sue Timony-Hall
We are off to a very busy start to the new year! Our focus this fall was on serving
in our NMCC community as well as sharing fellowship with our church family. As
we go deeper into this winter and progress into spring, we have opportunities
lined up for our youth to serve in New Haven, NYC, and Maine, while we learn
about food insecurity and homelessness in various locations in New England.
JYG & SYG We are partnering with St. Andrew's Episcopal Church to invite our youth into a
powerful service experience on Good Friday, April 10 - Saturday, April 11. This overnight program
aims to explore the issues of food insecurity and homelessness and involves spending a day serving
in NYC at a soup kitchen or food pantry. 7th-12th graders are invited. Please contact Sue for details.
JYG Save the Date for our In-house Mission Weekend Friday, March 27-Sunday, March 29th! 7th
and 8th graders are invited to come to NMCC Friday evening and spend the weekend engaged in
service and community-building activities. Tentative plans include preparing dinner for a homeless
shelter Friday night, serving at Columbus House Saturday morning, engaging in an act of kindness
or two in the afternoon, enjoying dinner with some of our church family, and wrapping up with
candlelight worship and game night. Sunday morning, we will have breakfast and share about our
NMCC weekend during the Children’s Message in Worship. We will need adults to help throughout
the weekend. Please contact Sue if you are interested/available.
JYG & SYG & Our Congregation Saturday, April 25 - Sunday, April 26. Adults, please join our
youth groups Saturday night as we make sandwiches, cookies, and soup to serve approximately 150
guests on the New Haven Green after worship on Sunday. Anyone interested can head down to the
New Haven Green at around noon on Sunday, April 26 to hold an outdoor worship service for
anyone on the Green. Then we will serve lunch to worship guests. Chapel on the Green is a ministry
of Trinity Episcopal Church of New Haven. More details can be found at:
https://trinitynewhaven.org/chapelonthegreen/
Rising 10th graders through rising college freshmen: Summer mission trip with HOME, serving in
rural Maine by helping to build a single-family home for a family living with poverty. The trip will
occur July 5-11, with several mandatory pre-trip team-building and fundraising events. Thank you to
Jen Davies for leading this trip with St. Andrew’s. We will need a male chaperone from NMCC.

3rd - 6th graders! We hear you, and your Junior JYG is on its way! Stay tuned for details! Adults,
please contact Sue if you are interested in co-leading this new ministry for our passionate, fun, caring
and energetic kids, or if you have program/service ideas.
Children’s Church School Update: As we move out of the stories of the season of Christmas, we are
moving directly into powerful healing stories. We will hear how Jesus creates relationships through
healing, both between himself and the person healed, and between that person and their families and
community. The power of the kingdom is becoming ever more evident through the works of Jesus in
his earthly ministry.
OWL Classes: The OWL grades 7-9 class will meet at 12:30pm on February 2, 9, 16 and
23. All meetings except February 2 will be held at First Congregational Church in
Madison. On February 2 class will meet in the Community Room at NMCC and the
meeting will only run until 1pm so all can enjoy Heather's installation. Parents of enrolled
children will be notified of any changes to the schedule.

- Community Outreach and Fundraisers –
Reflections on Our MLK
Celebration: Many, many thanks to all
who participated in the Martin Luther
King, Jr. celebration on January 19th. It was
a time of unity and cooperation as we came together to
organize our second MLK event. The service was
incredibly moving, as it touched all with a challenge of
a still unjust world and the need for change. We
remembered Dr. King and reflected on his words and his struggles to bring about equality. The
music from the choir, the readings, and Pastor Heather's sermon resonated in our hearts and souls.
What an amazing time for fellowship as we shared a delicious meal with friends and family, followed
by an inspiring message from Dr. McIntosh. It's hoped that her message will help to give us
guidance for our racial justice initiatives. Yes, we were all one as we held hands and sang "We Shall
Overcome," giving us hope for the future and sharing love among us. May we move forward with
purpose, may we move forward with justice, may we move forward with love and peace. Thanks,
again to all who helped make this day so memorable.

Ministry Resource Team: “…..now our service begins!” We learned that
we’ve got a date for the dedication of the Camara home in New Haven this
month. Heather hopes we will join her and a local Iman for the blessing. We also
have an opportunity to team up with the Orange Congregational church to
participate in their Columbus House’s Abraham’s Tent ministry in March. And a reminder that our
Loaves & Fishes Ministry is collecting groceries for the Clinton food pantry.

Breakfast at Columbus House: Julie Abbott and Laura Prohaska led the first
breakfast in 2020, while Dawn Barber assembled a team for the second January breakfast.
Upcoming dates are February 8 (led by Heather Crawford) and February 22 (led by

Susan Christiano). Meet at Columbus House at 6:30 a.m. or join a carpool. Sign up (back hall) to
purchase and prepare eggs, toast, juice, potatoes or sausages. If you would like to serve breakfast,
but find the cost of purchasing difficult, please contact Roberta Hanlon roberthanlon@msn.com or
Peter Meier peterm190@yahoo.com to be reimbursed. Good news: "Calvin" who has been at
Columbus House since June, was not there, but "Raul" reported that Calvin had found a home with
his brother. Raul, a veteran, who first spoke with Roberta on Christmas Eve morning, was also
excited to let us know that he had been approved for housing and had appointments to visit two
places. Roberta Hanlon, Columbus House Champion.

A New Way to Support Columbus House: Orange Congregational Church has
invited us to support their week hosting Columbus House’s Abraham’s Tent ministry,
in which unhoused men sleep for a week in a local church. OCC has invited NMCC to
host supper for the sojourners one night during their stay at OCC, and to join in the celebration feast
on Sunday night at the week’s end (3/29). Our night to prepare and host supper at OCC will be
Tuesday, March 24. Please speak to Pastor Heather to help cook, host, or stay overnight with the men
at OCC that night (two adults, including at least one male, are needed for the sleep-over night).

Loaves & Fishes Ministry: Many thanks to all of you who participated in the
Reverse Advent Calendar project. Sue Timony-Hall reported that she and six of our
teens delivered 453 pounds of food to the Madison Food Pantry from that and the
“We’re the Tuna Church” collection in December and January! This quarter (January March of 2020) our food collection and monetary donations will provide food support in Clinton. As
the Madison Food Pantry's official “Tuna Church” we will also continue to collect canned
tuna. Please leave your donations in the food pantry basket at the back of the sanctuary for pick up.
If you have questions, contact John Gallops, Loaves & Fishes Ministry Champion, jgallops@aol.com
or 860-460-8573.

Raise the Roof/Habitat New Haven Update: Laye and Fatomata Carara and
family have completed all the requirements, including their sweat equity hours, and are
settled in their beautiful new Raise the Roof home. Both parents have full-time jobs and
are doing well! When Laye came into the United States as a refugee, he was settled in an
apartment in New Haven by IRIS (Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services) four years ago.
Having now learned of the family’s home ownership, IRIS has interviewed John, Laye’s friend and
French translator, and Frank Walsh, as Raise the Roof Family Partner, for an article about this
remarkable family and the support they’ve received in New Haven. It will be published soon on the
IRIS website. The family has the furniture they need, but there may be an opportunity to support
them in the future with establishing plantings and other outdoor activities. Frank Walsh, RTR Family
Partner and NMCC RTR Champion

Raise the Roof Home Dedication Sunday, February 9: We are invited to celebrate with the
Cararas in the dedication of their home on February 9 at 12:45 p.m. Pastor Heather and a local Imam
(to be invited by the family) will lead the blessing and present a copy of the Qur’an to the family. The
house and blessing ceremony can be found at 39 Eliot Street, New Haven, and we would love to find
a hearty collection of NMCC neighbors there to help celebrate the brief but meaningful event. Please
bring a snack/baked goods to share. Contact Frank Walsh or Cal Price, Raise the Roof/Habitat New
Haven Champions, or just turn up!

Yoga Come join us and combat those post-holiday blues by doing something positive for
your body and spirit. Our current yoga sessions began the week of January 6. Monday's
6:30-7:30 pm session runs through 2/24 with no class on 2/17 (President's Day weekend).
Thursday's 6:15-7:15 session runs through 2/27. Drop ins are welcome at $10.00.
Questions? Contact Karen Chapman at krchapman@comcast.net or via text at (203) 314-9299.

Outreach Ministries web page: Our web page was updated in January, along with some new
photos on the bulletin board in the hall. The web page provides a brief overview of each Ministry
and what how NMCC engages to support each one.
Ministry Resource Team members Lyn Boling lboling123@comcast.net, Roberta Hanlon (Team
Leader) robertahanlon@msn.com or Cal Price wildwood9@msn.com if you have any questions.

Fire in the Kitchen - February 15, 7:00 p.m. – Youth in a Roman Field: I’m
going to lead with this statement: Claire has the sweetest voice that’s ever been here since
Aoife O’Donovan. There. Now the rest: Youth in A Roman Field is a most interesting
collaborative fronted by singer-songwriter-violinist Claire Wellin. The band can shrink to
one, or expand to something like 30 when they feel like orchestrating something in an
Icelandic volcano. (It’s true.) Most often, though, it’s four or five musicians who are all
extremely accomplished. All that’s insignificant, as what Youth really is an attitude and an
experience. Sure, Claire’s voice is simply remarkable, and the songs are equally superb, but it’s how
the tunes are arranged and the super-relaxed and laid-back manner in which they’re performed. The
band is clearly having fun playing, and it shows. They don’t worry about perfection, they just feel the
music so profoundly. This will be a great Brooklyn-based contrast with Sam Reider in January. With
Sam you’re swept away by the sheer technical skills, with Youth, you’re sucked in by the sheer
intricacy of the subtle rhythms and magical voices. Really cool stuff. Adults $25, kids $5. Email
Charlie Shafer at workdog@mindspring.com for tickets.

Grocery Cards: Thank you for your support of the 2019 Grocery Card program. In
2019, NMCC received income of $2,343 on sales of $43,860 in grocery cards. Are you
shopping for food this week? You can support NMCC by purchasing grocery cards. It is
easy to purchase cards every Sunday and it supports our church. For every $100 in sales
NMCC earns $5. Help us to earn over $3,000 in 2020 by buying grocery cards. Please see Calvin
Price with any questions on this program.

- Get Involved / Stay Connected –
There are many ways to be involved in NMCC’s vibrant community—serving in an
Outreach Ministry, mentoring and teaching our children, joining in musicmaking or
worship planning, helping out around the church building, sharing the gifts God has
given you, learning new skills from others, enjoying the fellowship of working on
projects together. Visit our Get Involved page for opportunities at northmadisoncc.org.

Planned Giving: We are blessed at North Madison Congregational Church to be a
church with a long and storied history. For more than 250 years our church has been a
beacon of Christian light to the town of Madison. Planned giving is a way that each of

us can make a final tithe, a return to God of some portion of all that God has given to us. We
understand that "to whom much is given much is required," so we not only look back and thank God
for our past, but we want to make sure that our Church and ministry will be financially secure for
generations to come. This is why we have established The North Madison Congregational Planned
Giving Program. More information about this program will be available February 9.

Book Discussion Group: We will be meeting at the church on Tuesday, February
11 at 7 p.m. in the Library. The book is This Tender Land by William Kent
Kruger. There's a good discussion guide at the end, and we'll use that to start our
conversation. Please join us. Contact Peter Meier if you have any
questions, peterm190@yahoo.com, 203-421-8377.

Kindling Spirit Winter Gatherings: The Congregational Life Ministry Team and
the Pastoral Relations Committee wintertime pot lucks have begun an we’ve been sharing
our spiritual journeys. While this is an opportunity to meet our settled pastor in a more
intimate setting, it’s also an opportunity for our congregation to get to know one another
through sharing of thoughts and ideas.
If you have not yet signed up to attend, you may now go online and register for one of the wintertime
pot luck gatherings. Sign up on-line at signup genius
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0844A4AB23A0F58-kindling.
The remaining dates scheduled as of now are: Dinner – February 13, 19, and 23.
For those of you who have signed up in Fellowship Hall to participate in one of the pot-luck
gatherings, thank you! In consolidating the events, we have already added you to the online signup
based on one of the choices you indicated. If that date no longer works, you should be able to delete
your name and sign up for another date as long as you’re at a computer associated with the email
address provided in the church directory. If there are any problems with registering, please email
Jim or Christine Farrales at farnavos@comcast.net and either of them can edit the information.

Another Way You Can Serve NMCC – Treasurer: Are you looking for a new
way to serve NMCC? Has God gifted you in the area of finance or accounting? NMCC
is looking for a new Treasurer. As an officer of the church, the Treasurer must be a
member in good standing and have a general understanding of generally accepted
accounting principles (GAAP). Your time and talents will be needed at least two hours per week to
review timesheets, sign paychecks and checks, review A/R for coding and proper documentation, and
read and address the Treasurer’s email. An additional 2-4 hours per month would be invested in
reviewing bank reconciliation reports and the general ledger (including income and expenses) and
preparing monthly reports and meetings with the Board of Finance and the Executive Committee. At
year end, the Treasurer prepares annual financial reports and works with the Board of Finance in
developing annual budgets with each of the Teams/Committees and Boards, and works with the Audit
Committee in carrying out an annual audit. If you are interested or would like to learn more please
contact John Gallops, Chair of the Board of Finance, jgallops@aol.com.

Employment Opportunity - Bookkeeping Clerk: North Madison Congregational
Church (NMCC) is currently accepting applications for a part-time (three days/four hours
per day) bookkeeping clerk. This position will be responsible for carrying out the general
day-to-day financial operations of the church, including maintaining accurate records of all
receipts and payables. Must have knowledge of generally accepted accounting principles and be
familiar with QuickBooks, payroll, and processing checks. The full job description is available from
the church office! If interested, please send your resume and/or inquiries to the church office,
office@northmadisoncc.org.

Pastoral Relations Committee members include Julie Abbott, Robin Chasse, Carol
Luckenbach, and Janice Wolf. According to NMCC’s bylaws, “the [Pastoral Relations]
Committee shall have two primary purposes (i) to serve as an advisory group to the
Pastor and as support for the Pastor’s leadership and (ii) to share ideas, dreams, hopes,
expectations, and concerns of the congregation with the Pastor. As support for the Pastor, the
Committee interprets roles, functions, and needs of the Pastor to the congregation.” So, if you have
“ideas, hopes, expectations, and/or concerns” to share, Heather and the members of the PRC would
love to hear from you! Please know that feedback and ideas shared with us will be conveyed
sensitively but never anonymously, in keeping with best practices. Heather’s door is also open and
she is enjoying meeting and getting to know NMCC members and friends--make an appointment,
stop by to introduce yourself, or invite her for tea or lunch at your favorite spot around town.

- In the News & Noteworthy NMCC and Members in the News: We often spot an article in the local
paper, Patch or in other news outlets, and have been posting them on our bulletin
board and our Facebook page. We'd like to expand the coverage and add a feature
about this type of news in the monthly newsletter. Please send or drop off the news
articles you find to the office at office@northmadisoncc.org and we'll be sure to include them.
The Fire in the Kitchen Winter/Spring Schedule was published in the January 2 edition of The
Source.
Sanna Stanley was featured in the January 16 edition of the Source. At a recent Madison Happiness
Club meeting she taught a Micro-Movement Exploration class introducing the Feldenkrais Method, a
way of thinking about health based on bringing attention to movement patterns that retrain the
nervous system.
Roberta Hanlon and Dr. Dominique McIntosh, United Church of Christ Southern New England
Conference Minister for Racial Justice and speaker at our NMCC Martin Luther King brunch, made
the cover of the January 23 edition of The Source and Zip06 online. If you visit Zip06.com you will
find additional photos of Dr. McIntosh, Heather Arcovitch, Nora Price, Miles Dunn, Danielle
Feldman, Holly Francis and Sandy Dickson.
Laura Jackson and George B. Watts (son of George and Annie Watts) were married on Jun 29, 2019
and pictured in The Source.
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Make a Gift on our Website! It’s easy! Have a special occasion for which you’d
like to thank God? Want an easy way to make your weekly offering? Like to establish a
monthly automatic donation as a sustaining member? Visit www.NorthMadisonCC.org,
click “Online Giving” at the top of the page, and just follow the instructions! Thank you
for your love and support of NMCC and our ministries. Or, just scan here with your
phone →

