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Interim Pastor’s Notes

Cloud of witnesses
by Rev. Matt McCaffrey
Very early in my time with you I was approached by John Gallops, who was brandishing a notebook
and pen that accentuated his serious demeanor. Had I neglected to complete a form? Was he,
unbeknownst to me, a journalist?
John explained, “Out in the Narthex of the church we have a plaque with the names of all the
ministers who have served here over the years. I want to make sure I have your name spelled
correctly because we’ll put your name out there, too.”
As an interim minister, I was touched more deeply than I thought possible. Of all the places I’ve
served, only one other setting had considered doing that, and I had served there as a settled pastor.
Despite any rumors you may have heard, most clergy do not serve a congregation in order to get
their names on a plaque. We are called to walk alongside you as we face the “cost and joy of
discipleship.” We are called to lead with words and actions, to cry and laugh and witness and
celebrate as we ourselves are led. And, when we go, we say our farewells and blessings, move
ourselves out of your space, and leave room for a new ministry to develop.
A strip of metal, engraved by light and screwed to the wall…that’s not the goal.
All those names, though. All those names, spanning nearly 400 years of ministry. All those saints,
even the ones whose names aren’t recorded. They all did what I do, in their own way, including the
bright spots and the missteps. Most of them were not here very long. They all moved on. All those
saints.
It’s time for me to move on. The typical and traditional impulse would be to offer words of advice
and hope, and then say “thank you.”
I will offer my gratitude on Nov. 10, my last Sunday with you. I hope you will be responsive to
the new leadership that the Rev. Dr. Heather Arcovitch will bring.
Advice? On this “All Saints” weekend, you could do worse than to read this list thoughtfully and
reflectively. These women and men responded to you and the Holy Spirit, and offered you a share of
the gifts God gave them. It is a privilege to join them.
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- Children and Youth Ministries –
Happy Autumn, Friends!
We are off to a busy start with our Children and Youth Ministries! I have been
blessed to spend time with our church school classes, youth groups and some of
our families, and am so happy to be getting to know everyone at NMCC. This Fall has given us
opportunities socialize and talk about ministry ideas. Now we are heading into a time of service, both
at NMCC and in our greater community. Advent will bring us an opportunity to participate in a
Reverse Advent Calendar that Linda Juliani will be rolling out for us during Worship on November
24th. This will be an all-church activity that will lead to our youth delivering a (hopefully) sizable
donation to Madison Food Pantry in January.
From my perspective, one of the strengths of NMCC is our intergenerational relationships, and our
welcome to those who wish to join us for any length of time. I'd like to personally invite our adults
into our children and teen's lives through mutual service initiatives and opportunities to lead or
support our kids in ways that you are comfortable - perhaps by sharing a hobby or spiritual practice
or story/life lesson that is meaningful to you. Please contact me - I promise to help you make it
happen.
Thank you to Martha Nichols for baking with our SYG, and for Kathy Bannon and Karen Chapman
for leading our kids in yoga!
With love,
Sue
OUR WHOLE LIVES (OWL) Grades 4-6 Classes: NMCC together with First Church
and SUUS (Shoreline Unitarian Universalist Society), will offer a new value-based
sexuality program for youth in grades 4-6, starting in January.
You may be familiar with the grades 7-9 OWL (Our Whole Lives) program which we at
NMCC have conducted five times, together with SUUS in Madison. This year, in addition to the
grades 7-9 program, we will offer an OWL program for our youth in grades 4-6. First Church and
SUUS are cooperating in this venture. All OWL programs were jointly developed by the UCC and the
UUA (Unitarian Universalist Association).
FROM THE UCC AND UUA WEBSITES
“Our Whole Lives (OWL) values: •Self Worth •Sexual Health•Responsibility •Justice and Inclusivity In 10
one-hour workshops, OWL models and teaches caring, compassion, respect, and justice. It helps children in
Grades 4-6 understand the physical and emotional changes of puberty. Participants explore values,
communication and decision making, as well as physical health and development.
This ten-workshop curriculum is designed to help children ages nine through twelve to gain the knowledge, life
principles, and skills they need to understand and express their sexuality in holistic, life-enhancing ways.”
OWL has proven to be one of the most effective (if not the most effective) and comprehensive tools
we can provide our young people as they adapt to their changing bodies in this world. Information
and discussions are always age-appropriate and value based. Why teach this in the church

setting? Because feelings, relationships, talking about difficult stuff, and learning about our bodies
are all part of being human and being spiritual.”
Frank Walsh and Peter Meier will be in the library following worship on November 24th and
December 1st for parents who would like to learn more. You may also contact either one of us with
questions (frankxwalsh@comcast.net/peterm190@yahoo.com) at any time. Classes are scheduled to
start in January.

- Community Outreach / Fund Raisers –
Harvest Dinner! Come join us for an evening & meal to remember!
You won’t be disappointed!
Dine in, or take out! The delicious meal starts with salad and our famous dressing,
homemade pumpkin muffins followed by platters of roast turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes and
gravy, mashed turnips, fresh green beans, cranberry sauce, ending with home-baked apple or pumpkin
pie and beverages. Wow!
When?

Saturday November 2, 2019
2 Seatings: 5:00 pm (Sold Out!) and 6:30 pm (Very Limited at press time!)
Take Out: 5:00 - 7:00 pm

Where?

North Madison Congregational Church

Cost?

$20 per person
$16 seniors (age 65 and over)
$10 children 12 and under
$16 generous take-out meal

Reservations required. Email the NMCC office at office@northmadisoncc.org and note on the subject
line “Harvest Dinner” or call 203-421-3241. Parties of 4 or more should send payment in advance to
NMCC Harvest Dinner, 1271 Durham Road, Madison, CT 06443. See you there!

Ministry Resource Team Update: October was a very busy month – we now
have seven Outreach Ministries, three of whom were welcomed in October:
Continuum of Care, Loaves & Ministry and Raise the Roof. All four of our current
Outreach Ministries were active this month serving Nicaragua and Appalachia, New
Haven’s homeless and youth scholars and our neighbors in North Madison:
•

•

Columbus House – We provided two Saturday morning breakfasts in October. The folks who
stay in to dine continue to be light as it has been all summer, though there were more breakfasts
served the 4th Saturday. Thank you to the faithful chefs to serve all year round. Roberta
Hanlon, Columbus House Champion
Connecticut Quest for Peace – You did it again! With the extended collection period, the amount
of clothing for both Nicaragua and Appalachia were amazing! Karen Miller’s garage is
overwhelmed with your donations awaiting pick up by CT Quest for Peace. The Nicaragua

•

•

•

•

•

collection also included a generous number of pens, pencils and notebooks for students plus linen,
plastic dishes and candles, along with a fair number of toothbrushes and toothpaste and other
hygiene items. Thank you for your generosity!!! Karen Miller and Gail Faithfull, Connecticut
Quest for Peace Champions.
Loaves & Fishes Ministry: This new ministry (formerly The Shoreline Kitchens & Pantries) was
approved in October. John Gallops, Loaves & Fishes Ministry Champion, has partnered with Sue
Timony-Hall to provide food donations to the Madison Food Pantry, including our commitment
to become their “Tuna Church.” We will provide food to the Madison, Clinton and Killingworth
food pantries. Each quarter we hold a food drive for one of the 3 food pantries (we’ll do Clinton
twice due to the need) and provide grocery gift cards for food emergencies.
Continuum of Care: This Outreach’s Ministry proposal was approved in October. Jim Farrales,
Continuum of Care Champion, has partnered with Sue Timony-Hall, CE and our Congregational
Life Ministry Team to organize a wreath-making fellowship event to benefit Continuum of Care at
their Holiday Bazaar in December. See details below. In addition, our annual Outreach Ministry
donation from NMCC will recognize NMCC as the Music sponsor at the Bazaar, with all proceeds
earmarked to serve clients.
Raise the Roof/Habitat New Haven – Approved in October, Frank Walsh is already testing out a
new opportunity to serve as a family mentor, hoping to interest other NMCC folks in doing the
same based on his experience. He and Cal are also reaching out to other smaller UCC churches
(Killingworth is interested!) in the area to team up to do some builds or other activities together.
Stay tuned for details which we expect to roll out in early January. Frank Walsh and Cal Price,
Raise the Roof/Habitat New Haven Champions.
St. Martin de Porres Academy – Good news from the Giving Tree campaign – thanks to you the
SMPA library has 55 new books and students received much needed batteries (25 packages), 3
USB drives and a $50 gift card. Many thanks for your generosity!!! Karen Miller, SMPA
Champion.
Yoga – Our Fall community Yoga class series wrapped up on October 28th. Sue Timony Hall
invited our Yoga instructor, Kathy Bannon, to teach a yoga class during Children’s Church.
Kathy teamed up with Karen Chapman, our Yoga Champion, to lead the class of 17 giggly
children and some brave teens who all said they learned something and some even want to try it
again! Thank you, Kathy and Karen!

If you have any questions or suggestions about our Outreach Ministries, you can contact Ministry
Resource Team members Lyn Boling, Roberta Hanlon (Team Leader) or Cal Price.
Coming up in November:

Breakfast at Columbus House: Upcoming dates are November 9 (led by Kathy
Thomas) and November 23 (led by Roberta Hanlon). Meet at Columbus House at 6:30
am (or join a carpool). Sign up (back hall) to purchase and prepare eggs, toast, juice,
potatoes or sausages. If you would like to serve breakfast, but find the cost of
purchasing difficult, please contact Roberta Hanlon roberthanlon@msn.com, 203-623-9834 or Peter
Meier peterm190@yahoo.com, 203-421-8377 to get reimbursed.

Continuum of Care – Wreath Making: Please join us for an Intergenerational
Holiday Season Lunch and Wreath Making Event to benefit Continuum of Care,
immediately after Worship on November 24, 2019. This event is sponsored by the
Congregational Life Ministry Team, along with Christian Education, and lunch will be
provided by the Ministry Resource Team.

We are looking for items to decorate the wreaths so if you have ribbon, artificial flowers/berries,
bows, etc., leave them in the box that will be placed in Fellowship Hall under the Giving Tree. On the
day of the event, members of CE and the Congregational Life Ministry Team will set up stations with
supplies, glue guns, and a blank wreath to decorate. There will be a small prize for the Most Creative
and Whimsical Wreath. Sign-up in Fellowship Hall so we can plan for both lunch and the number of
blank wreaths and teams we will need to set up. All decorated wreaths will be sold at Continuum of
Care’s Holiday Bazaar in New Haven on Saturday, December 7th from 10 am – 4
pm. http://www.continuumct.org/bazaar. Questions? Contact Jim Farrales, Continuum of Care
Champion

Loaves & Fishes Ministry: We will kick off this new Outreach Ministry on
November 3, beginning with the Madison Food Pantry where we have agreed to be
their go-to “Tuna Church”! Our kids have been planning a special presentation
during worship and food for fellowship to celebrate our newest Outreach Ministry.
In addition, we will provide Killingworth and Clinton food pantries with gift cards for food
emergencies. Given the other Outreach Ministries activities this quarter, we will begin the quarterly
food drives in January. John Gallops, Loaves & Fishes Ministry Champion.

Yoga: It's time to work off that Halloween candy and prepare for all the excitement and,
sometimes, stress that comes with the holidays. Come join us at yoga! All levels are
welcome and drop ins are only $10.00. Monday nights continue at 6:30 (doors open at
6:15) from 11/4 through 12/16 (no yoga on 12/23 or 12/30). The session price is
$60.00. Thursday night's class meets at 6:15 (doors open at 6:00) and the session runs from 11/7 1/2/2020 (no class on Thanksgiving or 12/26). The session price is also $60.00. If you sign up for
both sessions, the price is $115.00. Any questions, contact Karen Chapman--text only please, (203)
314-9299 or krchapman@comcast.net. Namaste!

Fire in The Kitchen: Every couple of years, we at Fire in The Kitchen can't resist holding
a big barn dance. We don't have a barn, but we do have a big room, and we get a great
traditional band to get us moving. Vermont's Terrible Mountain String Band is the perfect
band for this and will be here November 9 at 7:00PM. With a pedigree going back decades,
they play the old-time tunes as perfectly as it can be played for this sort of thing. We let the
band play for half an hour, just to warm up, and then it's nothing but fun. This is specifically
aimed at those who want to have fun, and who may not be experienced, at all. Like totally
inexperienced. Perfect for a whole family. We're in it for the fun, the music, the ice cream, and the
fun. And fun. Did I say that? There will be a caller explaining all the moves, so no fear allowed!
Space will be limited, so get back quick if this sounds like something you’d like to try. For tickets
contact Charlie Shafer at workdog@mindspring.com - $25 for adults, $5 for kids in high school and
under.
On a sad note from Charlie Shafer: Many of you may have seen good friend Darol Anger on one of
his many visits here. A couple of years ago his partner in life Emy was here as part of the holiday
show. The idea was they’d be back. But, as life does these things, Emy’s cancer came back. With a
vengeance. Really hard. Which is why the show was postponed.
At first, Darol didn’t want to tell anyone as he just felt it would bother people. Then the bills came in.
His daughter started a Gofundme page, and again, Darol didn’t want to tell anyone as he felt it was
begging. Then more bills came in. Then he asked a few of us for some help. So here, a link to Darol
and Emy’s Gofundme page. I don’t want any of you to think this is some sort of pressure: if

you don’t want to, or can’t, then don’t. I get it, I get besieged every day too. But if you can, I can’t
think of nicer people… Thanks.
https://www.gofundme.com/f/emyphelpshealth?fbclid=IwAR0CzoI1eZocW7IH1Bixgpf9EOfzlz05AYQ25d3Jl8vjOamX-rFQTOanyM

Crafters Wanted for NMCC’s 25th Annual Holiday Craft Fair December 7,
2019 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. To apply visit our web site:
http://northmadisoncc.org/calendar-events/craft-fair/ or call 203-421-3241 for more
information.

Tag Sale Update: Holiday décor wanted for consignment. Looking for a home for your
holiday decorations? Clear out your old ornaments, collectibles, decorations, etc.! Here are a
few best sellers: ornaments (especially vintage!) - Santa’s and snowmen - garland &
sprays - trees & wreaths – Spode - Dept 56 Villages - Byers Choice – Radko - glassware & dinnerware
– tree toppers and skirts - snow globes - and more! They should be in excellent condition. If you
have items to donate for our “virtual” tag sale, please send a photo to robertahanlon@msn.com or
text 203-500-8311. See our items posted on Craigslist: http://northmadisoncc.org/calendarevents/tag-sale/.

- Get Involved / Stay Connected –
There so many ways to get involved in making NMCC a vibrant community not only
through the work of our Outreach Ministries but helping out, sharing your skills,
learning new ones enjoying the fellowship that naturally follows through working on
projects together. Visit our “Get Involved” web page for ongoing news at
northmadisoncc.org.

Remembrance Sunday: When we set our clocks back an hour this Sunday, it
reminds us that the Fall season is well underway. It also signals a time of moving both
indoors and inward as we prepare for shorter days and longer nights. It is a time to
reflect and remember. It is our NMCC tradition to observe this time of year with
Remembrance Sunday, a special day to honor and remember friends and family both past
and present. Please join us on Sunday, November 10 as we commemorate the special people in our
lives with our Family Tree of Memory. You are invited to bring a photo of a loved to be placed on
the apple tree that will hang in the Sanctuary. We will also provide paper apples that you can
inscribe with the name of your loved one. When we gather to celebrate this important day, we join
with people all over the world to share the sentiment that no one is ever gone if you remember them.

We can be friends, but… When a pastor concludes their ministry with a church,
questions arise about relationships and contact. Rev Matt will finish his interim
ministry with us on Nov. 16. After that date, Rev. Heather will be fully responsible for
the pastoral ministry of our congregation. Rev Matt will carry fond memories of his time here.
But…he will be moving forward, as will we. So, please respect both relationships by refraining from
being in touch with Rev Matt for pastoral needs. He will close any social media relationships that
may exist with our church family and will refer anything to do with North Madison Congregational
Church back to Rev. Heather. Please be considerate of both the old and new relationships as a new
ministry unfolds among us. And, do make sure to offer Rev Matt your best wishes and blessings

before Nov. 16. His ministry with us will be celebrated on Sunday, Nov. 10, during worship and
fellowship—a wonderful opportunity to say "farewell"!

Craft Fair Chair Needed: Christine Hopkins will be stepping down as Chair of our
annual Holiday Craft Fair and we’re looking for someone to take her place. Before the fair,
the chair reviews vendor applications, fields vendor questions, and assigns tables, and
helps with setup the night before the fair. The chair is also present the day of the fair to
help the vendors get settled, collect outstanding fees, and pass out applications for the next
year. If you’re interested in taking this on, we’d like you to work with Christine this year to learn
everything that’s involved. Please contact Jackie in the church office, office@northmadisoncc.org if
you’re interested or have questions. Thanks!

Church Security: Please make sure when you leave the building that all doors are
locked and securely closed behind you. With humidity, sometimes they don’t latch, so
make sure to test them to make sure they’re latched and locked. Thank You!

Update Your Directory Information: Please review your information in the church
directory and update your photos. Changes can be written in the copy of the directory on
the easel in fellowship hall or submitted directly to the church office,
office@northmadisoncc.org. It will be a big help to Heather and those new to the church
to be able to identify names to faces! Thank You!

Televised Sunday Worship – Videographers Needed: We are looking for 2 to 3
individuals – teens and adults of any age are welcome – to record Sunday worship from the
balcony. You don’t need to be technical – you just need to connect 3 cables to the camera and
put a DVD in and hit “record.” Having an eye for good “theater” helps with close ups and
creative videotaping. More details are available in the May newsletter. If you are interested, please
contact Tim Murphy, timmurphy6050@att.net.

- In the News & Noteworthy NMCC and Members in the News: We often spot an article in the local
paper, Patch or in other news outlets, and have been posting them on our bulletin and
our Facebook page. We'd like to expand the coverage and add a feature about this
type of news in the monthly newsletter. Please send or drop off the news articles you
find to the office at office@northmadisoncc.org and we'll be sure to include them!
There was a nice article in the October 24 edition of the Madison, Guilford, Clinton and Killingworth
Patches and on Zip06 with pictures of some of our members, featuring an interview with Eileen
McCann about our Harvest Dinner.
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